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Abstract: [Objective] Effects of earthworms of different ecological classifications on water infiltration of the soil in which
they inhabited were studied. [ Method] Epigeic Eisenia fetida and endo-anecic Amynthas aspergillum were separately placed
in soil containers to compare with one without earthworms. In a vertical one-dimensional stable water potential infiltration
experimentation, the wetting front movement, accumulated infiltration, infiltration rate, and moisture content of the soil in the
containers were monitored to analyze the correlation between soil properties and presence of the different types of earthworms
in low-density at 4 g‘kg71 or high-density at 8 g~kg71. The Philip and Kostiakov models were applied to mathematically
describe the water infiltration function. [ Result] (O The existence of earthworms simultaneously reduced the advancing
distance, advancing rate, cumulative infiltration amount, and infiltration rate of the water wetting front in the soil, especially in
the case of low-density 4. aspergillum (P<<0.01). The effect was more significant under low-density than high-density of the
earthworms. (@) Water retention of soil changed with the earthworm-induced water infiltration pattern which increased

significantly by the low-density 4. aspergillum treatment (P<<0.01). ®) The major driving factors on soil that affected water
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infiltration attributed by the earthworms were electricity conductivity, available phosphorus, and sand. @ Kostiakov model

fitted the correlation between the soil water infiltration and the earthworm treatments more than Philip model did. A high fitting

accuracy on Rjq;<4.80 mm was observed on the treatment by A. aspergillum. Moreover, A. aspergillum also significantly

decreased the attenuation of cumulative water infiltration (P<< 0.01). [ Conclusion] The water infiltration could be

significantly lowered and moisture retention raised in a loamy sandy soil by the presence of E. fetida or A. aspergillum. It was

conceivable that, at the density of 4 g-kgﬂ of A. aspergillum, land of similar kind of soil could benefit from the improved water

holding capacity as a result.
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a: Advance distance of wetting front of different treatments; b: Rate of advance distance of wetting front.
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Fig. | Effects of earthworm treatments on distance and rate of wetting front advance in soil
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Table 1 Distance of wetting front advance in soil under
earthworm treatments at different times

T HEHERE 2
Ak The advance distance of wetting front/mm
Treatment
5 min 10 min 20 min 25 min

CK 67.31+3.8Aa 106.716.8Aa 174.0+3.1Aa 191.3=1.9Aa

E, 62.7+5.6Aa 90.0£6.1ABbc 133.7+5.2Cc 154.3%£3.5Cc

E, 65.02.7Aa 101.7x1.9Aab 152.7+1.7Bb 173.0£2.1Bb

A, 59.0+1.5Aa 79.0£2.0Bc 105.0£3.2Dd 117.0%£2.7De

A, 68.31+1.2Aa 94.7+1.8ABab 126.67+3.5Cc 141.7+3.8Cd
KRARF K, NEFRRRE BN ZERKEE (P<0.01) BEF
(P<0.05). F.

Data with different lowercase letters on same column indicate significant

difference at 0.05 level; those with different capital letters, significant

difference at 0.01 level. Same for below.
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Fig.2 Effects of earthworm treatments on accumulated water infiltration and infiltration rate of soil

2 BLEARNEBRNERANES
Table 2 Accumulated water infiltration in soil under
earthworm treatments at different times

ZFNIBE Accumulative infiltration/mm

b #i Treatment
5 min 10 min 20 min 25 min
CK 1183+8.7Aa 198.7+8.3Aa 266.3+9.2Aa  284.7+8.1Aa
E, 96.0+4.9Ab 151.7£0.7BCbc 231.3+1.2BCb 251.3+0.9Bb
E, 107.3+7.3Aab 167.7+3.6Bbc  250.0+3.2ABab 271.7+6.0ABa
A 98.7t4.8Aab 130.0+3.8Cd  178.7£9.2Dd  204.0+9.9Cc
A, 111.7+1.8Aab 145.7+6.2BCcd 205.7£2.6CDc  221.7+1.8Cc

R3 BABNBSEENDSEL
Table 3 Changes on infiltration rate of soil after earthworm

treatments (¥47: mm-min D)

i (10 min)

Mid-term infiltration

Y (1 min)
AbFR NBEE

Treatment Initial infiltration

e (25 min)
NBEE

Stable infiltration

rate rate rate
CK 39.0+3.5Aab 19.9+0.6Aa 11.4+0.1Aa
E, 41.3+4.8Aab 15.24+0.8BCbc 10.1+0.3Bb
E, 34.0+1.5Ab 16.81+0.0Bb 10.9+0.0ABa
A 49.3+4.8Aab 13.0+0.4Cd 8.2+0.2Cc
A, 52.0+6.4Aa 14.6+0.4BCcd 8.94+0.4Cc

H2ERARE . SR, SR bk 35K
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2% (P<0.05),

Data with different lowercase letters indicate significant difference at
0.05 level; those with different capital letters, significant difference at
0.01 level.
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Fig. 3 Effect of earthworm treatments on moisture retention of
water-infiltrated soil
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Table 4 Properties of soil in presence of earthworms
= L B A X X X
i LEREES AL & A Rk A R Wk ki Fk
Treatments pH EC/,I SO(Z/] TN{I AP{] AKQ Silt/% Powder/% Clay/%
(ps-em ) (g'kg ) (g'kg ) (g'kg ) (g'kg )

CK 7.651+0.04Bb 786.35+173.10Aa

18.680.00Bb 2.27+0.13Aa 0.39+0.01Aa 0.57+0.02Aab 83.4+1.0Aa 9.2*03Bb 7.5+1.2Bb

E, 7.451+0.04Cc  684.52+109.68ABab 19.491+0.00Bb 2.53+0.26Aa 0.3610.02Aa 0.56+0.02Aab 72.8+1.0Bb 15.61+0.4Aa 11.7%=1.1Aa

E, 7.611+0.04Bb 522.574156.88ABbc 19.341+0.00Bb 2.43+0.04Aa 0.3720.03Aa 0.441+0.03Ab 72.0+0.7Bb 15.84+0.3Aa 12.2+0.5Aa

A 7.60£0.06Bb 363.321+78.06Bc

19.52+£0.00Bb 2.33+t0.21Aa 0.27£0.03Bb 0.61+£0.04Aa 72.3+0.6Bb 15.7+£0.9Aa 12.0£0.9Aa

A, 7.791+0.02Aa 516.124+109.52ABbc  25.69+0.00Aa 2.31+0.22Aa 0.2620.24Bb 0.491+0.20Aab 73.2+1.6Bb 142+1.5Aa 12.7+£0.1Aa

x5 EBEANESRNSEZMEFHEXMESF

Table 5 Correlation between water infiltration of soil and various affecting factors

NIBFHIE g . . g kL ki e
HEC SOC RETN % AP BAEPAK
Infiltration characteristics pH Ea GLES A kS AR Sand Powder Clay
Ytk (1 min) NBH
1 . 0.205 -0.418 0.341 0.126 —0.522% 0.422 —-0.205 0.127 0.286
Initial infiltration rate
FH (10 min) AB %
. . . 0.019 0.560* —-0.289 0.046 0.788** -0.079 0.794**  —0.765%* —0.751%*
Mid-term infiltration rate
FaE (25 min) ABH
. . —0.148 0.664** -0.367 0.115 0.820** -0.267 0.565* —0.522* —0.563*
Stable infiltration rate
25 min RINE &
-0.189 0.644** -0.417 0.147 0.858%** -0.270 0.601* —0.559* —0.595*

Accumulative infiltration

L TR P<0.05;%% %8 P<0.01.

"*" indicates significant difference at 0.05 level; "**" indicates significant difference at 0.01 level.

W3JE, ECE. AP FEbA Ry H 8K/ AR £ %
UREH N, 3 W ) b B AT LS e e A g 0 FR AL
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25 TENSEIHEHR
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AR A A B R AL . Kostiakov A5 (14 P i
ZHUR ME 0.981~0.999, Ry 7E 2.36~19.21 mm, i
B Kostiakov#i B Xf AB BB S M. 5
Philip #EAYAH b, Kostiakov A5 X 2R 7t 1 5] 4h 21 )
PIAREE R . B\, B AFAY K EALT CK, EWHK
T2 | A B R IE A B HERRI s AL Ay b
BT CK, RUIZARIT H W42+ 300 s N B 1
AE 3 0R ; 0 B, b B AR AR A, 4b BE 25 R W
(P<0.05), HAhMZEEHB AR E. AL
Ay AEFREY o B AR 2 T A AL R (P<<0.01), B
B 2R )b 2 RS B 1 e R B /DN

#£ 6 A [EMEE 4T Philip F1 Kostiakov NS HEBII &L R

Table 6 Fitting of Philip and Kostiakov models on water infiltration of soil under earthworm treatments

Pt Philipf& %! Philip model Kostiakovi% % Kostiakov model
Treatment s A Rygsp/mm Ger K n Ryss/mm Grer R
CK 64.18Aa —-20.47Bb 12.61 2.68 0.975 41.38ab 0.64Aa 19.21 2.73 0.981
E, 53.46Bc —18.03Bb 4.97 2.72 0.996 39.52ab 0.57Aa 6.50 2.72 0.996
E, 59.04Ab —-23.35Bb 8.66 2.68 0.988 35.45b 0.65Aa 16.87 2.73 0.981
A, 35.04De 19.69Aa 3.12 2.71 0.998 48.83a 0.43Bb 2.36 2.72 0.999
A, 41.38Cd 16.74Aa 5.63 2.71 0.995 52.28a 0.45Bb 4.80 2.72 0.998
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